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"Aw therefore, from whence thou art 
| fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works, | 
er elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candleftick out of it's 
Nute, except thou repent, 5 3 


UR Lord in his meſſage to 2 4 
x O the converts at Epheſus, mixes 7 
% commendation with reproof. 4 
He applauds them for their labour, their 
patience, and their hatred to all kinds of 
iniquity. In theſe reſpects they, for ſome 
time, acted agreeably to their character 
and profeſſion. But afterwards, they 
were blameworthy ; they left their firſt 


lave ; they did not continue to pay that 1 


F 


ig . pe 5 N 1 a. * Ie f : ia” | 
- menen to thoſs 3 objettay . 


at firſt, ſtrongly engaged their affections. 
Here was ſufficient foundation for re- 


proof. — With the tendereſt concern he 


entreats them, to remember from whence 


they had fallen, and to repent, and do 


their firſt works; ; otherwiſe, he ſhould 
be obliged to remove their candleſtick 


out of it's place, or to deprive them of 


thoſe privileges, which they enjoyed : as 4 


Chriſtian Society. 


All Scripture is given for public iff 


fruction, and is not of any private in- 


terpretation. Where our circumſtances 


Diſſenters, and are the ſueceſſors of the 


old 


are ſimilar to thoſe of any Chriſtian So- 
ciety in former ages, we may apply to 


ourſelves the exhortations or reproofs 


given to them. Without any unnatural 
force therefore upon the words of the 
text, we, who profeſs to be Proteſtant- 
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old Fitne may regard the meſſage of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, as addreſſed. to. 
ourſelves. **, Remember from whence | 


« firſt works or elfe, L will come unto 
* you quickly, and remove your candle- 


en gun are fallen, and repent; and do * 


** ſtiek n «ah, ts place, ey me 
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ſary to be attended to by us all, and proper 
to be ane . on every den 


That it may makin the more laſting im- 
bees eee e 


Bib . lee —— 


manner, wherein we have fallen from 


our firſt works, by deferting thoſe worthy - 


and excellent principles, upon which our 


forefathers conducted themſelves. - 


. 1 © % - 9 . 4 * * 
"I A 
. 6 \S 3 


3 


Secondly, | 


— I hell chen how; that he - 
1 we ate 10 tak in ſuch & ſitus · 
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ton ig the very method pointed out in 


our text, to repent and 
| enn After which 1 mall, 25 
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* Mich etieatoniy: de wits: 
priety and neceſſity of our acting an this 
manner; becauſe otherwiſe, we have great 
feaſon to fear, that God in his providence 
wilt infli& ſome ſevete judgments upon 
us," 48 #wful tokens of his. ede . al 


i ts, tender o peine 
out in a brief manner; wherein wwe have 
fallen from our firſt works, by deſerting 
thoſe worthy" and — 
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is It is ith md to al 3 1 
W acquainted with the hiſtory of Pro- 
* reſtant-Diſſenters, that a regard to p. ſerwus, 
W vital, 
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dal, pratticel: religion, was: ons of the | 


_ diſtinguiſhing charactcriſties of our fore» 


fathers. They bore about on their minds 
4 ſtrong ſenſe of the preſence of God, 


and of their accountableneſs. to him. 
This was vifible, in that tenderneſs of 
conſcience, which they cheriſhed. to a 


very great degree; in that ſcrupuloſity; 


and even repugnance to the maxims of a 


| corrupt and degenerate world, which was 


conſpicuous. in their whole behaviour. 
From hence, they acquired the name of 
Puritans; a name given them by their 
enemies, 4s a mark of reptoach. If 


their ſcrupuloſity too far, the principles 


undoubtedly right; although the applica- 
tion of them, in a few inftances, might 
ſhow that they had ſome little ſhare of 
that frailty, which is 3 from 
human nature. 


they did in any particular caſes carry 


upon which they generally acted were 


9a 4 Another 13 


| 27 Anothef part as" conduct, by which 


they were diſtinguiſhed, ' was their re- 


verence for the facred: Scriptures. Theſe 


they were well acquainted with; theſe 


N they read, both in their cloſets and in 
their families. Hence aroſe their con- 


tempt for human authority on the one 


hand, and their ſtrict adherence to the | 
dictates of "infallible truth on the other; | 


in all things which related to God and 


their own conſcienees. Under the in- 
fluence of this conſtant attention to the 
declarations of Scripture, they kept up 
regular converſe with God, in their fa- 
milies and in their cloſets, making pri- 1 


vate and ſocial prayer part of their daily 
employment. This rendered their regard 
to vital religion uniform and vigorous, 
and enabled them to bear up with firm- 


neſs againſt the threats and oppreſſions 


of tyranny, when matters which concern 
ed their everlaſting intereſt were at ſtake. 
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18 it any wonder, that nende: 


„ 


impreſſed with a ſenſe of their obligations 


to God, and their accountableneſs to him 
of the ſacred nature, and infinite im- 
portance of divine truth; ſhould reyerence 
the holy Scriptures,- and riſk: every thing 


dear to them, rather — 


| 1 of __ and a good conſcience? / 
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This led them to — vn which 
pmol being noticed in their cha- 
racter. They had an uniform regard to 
the public worſhip of God, and made 
manifeſt this regard, by their canſſant at- 


tendance upon it. Many of them acted 
thus, when they were thereby expoſed 
to very great temporal inconveniencies: 


ſome of them at the riſk of every thing 
valuable in this world. They were fully 
convinced of the abſolute neceſſity of ſet - 
ting apart ſtated times, to withdraw their 


minds from the cares, the vanities, and 


7 the 


3 — 
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attend to their eternal concerns. 
kept them from ſpending any part of the 
Lord's day, in the vanity of dreſs and 
public appearance, or in diſſipation and 
This deterr'd them 


from conſuming that precious time, which 


idle amuſement. 


| induce them to break in upon the duties 
| of 


order to converſe with their Maker, and 
This 


ought to be dedicated to the nobleſt and 


moſt important purpoſes, in ' adjuſting 


theit accounts, or purſuing their worldly 
gain. Works of neceſſity, or merey, did 
indeed claim their attention on this ſacred 


day; but then the neceſſtty muſt have 


been evident, and not pretended.” It muſt 
Have been brought about in'the-courſe of 
providence, and not have been made or 
fought for by themſelves. It muſt have 
been a neceſſity more apparent and more 


important, than what aroſe from any little 


mean temporal advantage, which could 
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„5 Go 
of the, Chriſtian Sabbath, In ach 
courſe! of obedience to the divine com : 


mands, they could with a pleaſing con» 


Father, and beg his dleſſing on cheir 
worldly purſuits ; and many of them ob- 
tained it in a remarkable degree. The 
wealth which they honeſtly acquired, 
they did not ſpend in à vain-glorious 
oſtentation, in the glare and pomp of life, 
ot in childiſh diffipation and empty amuſe · 
Sent! bt ampieyeg u gell pert ef "if 
im acts of mercy and kindneſs to thoſe in 
diſtreſo, and left the remainder to their 
poſterity; ſome of whom, for ſeveral ſue- 
ceſſions, have enjoyed the fruits of their 
labours, and have imitated their worthy 


examples. And they were the more likely 


to imitate their examples, in conſequence 
of that ſtrict attention, which their pa- 
rents had paid to their religious education: 


derice- lock up te God, their beavenly | 


for oy had inculcated, both by precept. 
| and 


und te A confeiontivias fegutd to 
that God, WhO bad protected and bleed 
themſelves; and who had promiſed to be 
the protector of their children, as long 
as they adhered to the ſame virtuous 2 
bonourable e neg tip, 
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'To which's may. * added ane Hſtinos 
tion in the character of our forefathers 8 
namely, that they were animated by a 
warm and affectionate concern for the li- 
berties and welfare of their country. A- 
man of unfeigned virtue, and. real hene- 
volence will view his fello w- creatures in 
the light of brethren; will conſider them 
as children of the ſame father, and par- 
takers of the ſame common nature. In 
contemplation of the divine, precept of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, he will do to 
others, as he would they ſhould, « do to 
him. This will ever diſpoſe. : him to 


avoid all oppreſſion himſelf, and to en- 
deavour 


1 13 1 | 5 * 


deavour to hinder thoſe, who 10 op- 


preſs others, from carjjing their iniquit- 


ous deſigns into execution. And as he 
cannot but know, that the more real and 


well-regulated liberty any: nation enjoys, 
the more happineſs will be diffuſed among 
all ranks; he will be diſpoſed to do all in 
his power, to confirm and ſtrengthen the 
liberties of his country. By ſuch prin- 
ciples were our forefathers actuated ; they 
riſqued every thing in order to ſecure the 
invaluable bleſſings of public liberty, and 
tranſmit them to their poſterity. 


Even their bittereſt enemies, the fa- 
vourers of deſpotiſm, and the abettors of 
tyrannical oppreſſion have done them the 
Juſtice to acknowledge, that it was, in a 


great meaſure, owing to their ſpirited and. 


well-timed oppoſition to the encroach- 
ments of arbitrary power, that the liber- 


ties we now enjoy were ſecured, and 


handed 


. 


N 
1 
1 
; 
U 
N 
1 
ö 
b 
j 


i 
8 * 
[ 


ſpect be infring 
may be tranſmitted n wo, the 


| lateſt n I 7. 


1 4 1. 
down to the preſent generation. 5 


God grant that 7 may not in any re- 
future times, but a 


1 were "ih views which animated | 
our anceſtors among the Puritans of old; 


ſuch the conduct which they uniformly 


purſued, A name, and a conduct, in which 
we have reaſon to glory; which ought 
never to excite a bluſh in us, on any 
other account but this, that we fall far 
ſhort of their illuſtrious character. 


To draw a com pariſon between our con- | 


of duct and zheirs is far from being agree» 


able, as it is far from being to our ad- 
vantage. But furely, they, who are moſt 
candid and fayourable to the failings of 
others, muſt acknowledge, that there is 
a viſible decay of the life and power of 
godlineſy. 


- 


ts 1 
N gadlineſs among us. I need not turn 


5 


5 your eyes to thoſe, who throw an open 


contempt on every thing that is religious, 
ſober and. virtuous. For even among, 
profeſſors | of the Goſpel, even among 


thoſe who diſſent from the national eſtab- 
liſhment, on pretence at leaſt, of com- 
ing nearer to the ſtandard of the Goſpel; 
what lukewarmneſs is diſcoyered, and 
| what want of regard to the vital, practi» 


cal part of religion? Too many, to avoid 


the chargeof preciſencſs, have ran into a 
contrary extreme ; immerſing themſelves 


in all the frivolous unmanly purſuits of a 


diſſipated, pleaſure- loving age. It may be 


improper to deſcend to particulars; but a 
ſerious appeal to your own obſervation, 


and to your conſciences, will eaſily and 
fully inform you, what is here meant, 


and that the accuſation is founded in 


truth. 


In 
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1 Abe reſpect alſa: many among 
us act in oppoſition to the principles and! 


conduct of our forefathers. - I mean, we 
do not pay that attention to the word of 


God, which they did. We do not read 


it with that ſeriouſneſs and frequency, 


which becomes thoſe, who know it is a. 


| revelation from heaven, and that it opens 
to us concerns of everlaſting i importance. 
We pretend: greatly to taſte and refine» 


ment: to act conſiſtently, | we ſhould 
often read our Bibles 3 becauſe ſuch is 


the excellence of theſe ſacred books, that, 


conſidered only as compoſitions, they 
equal and even excel, in point of elegance 
and ſublimity, every thing which we can 


find in the moſt celebrated writers of 


antiquity. But, by having given ourſelves 


up to idle amuſements, and ſpent our 


leiſure in reading the moſt frivolous com- 


politions or frequently, (which i is more 


alarming in it's conſequences), ſuch com- 


poſitions, 
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and rational, and are every day adding , 
Arength- to that epidemical. Uiſtemper, 


« a” »%' 4 


which is already rooted too deeply, 8 
| well as ſpread too far among us. - 1 mean 
that unbounded jove and purſuit of Plea- 

ure, Which bath pervaded all ranks. 

| Pity, it is that vain amuſements ſhould 
employ fo much of our precious time, 
that they thould be fought after with as 


much eagerneſs, as if they were intended 


to be the only buſineſs of our lives. 
By this means, the vigour of the ſoul is 
impaired, and the mind rendered unfit 
not only for the duties of exalted virtue, 
and ſublime devotion, but even for the 
common and ſocial offices of life. It is 


- 


one unhappy conſequence of this immo- 


deetate thirſt after pleaſure, that many 
_neglet thoſe aſſemblies for religious wor- 


. 


e as' tend. not 1 to. enervate, 
but to debancb the mind; we have ek a 


Rroyed our reli for. all that 15 m 0 ply 


5 hip, 


— 


i hip, K Hs wh! Forefithets Gele 


* 


N 


525 Thus the little virtue Mud 
left, -is ſoon overborn, and they become 


an eaſy prey to the firſt ſeducer, "who is 


inelined to lead them aſtray to infidelity, 
or to vice. Between theſe two, there is 
a much nearer connection, kan Ve 


people are willing to admit. För infi- 
delity unhinges the mind, and leabes it 
a prey to the ſeduction of vicious ere | 


From a fond wiſh, dictated by corrupt 

fections, chat the threatnings of the! Ci 
againſt a ſinful courſe may not be true, 
they are eaſily led, "almoſt to perſuade 
themſelves, that they are not attended 


with ſufficient evidence: and then, under 
the influence of ſenſual allurements, "Afid 
enſnaring com pan ions, they give them - 
ſelves up to licentibuſneſs, and even to work 
iniquity with greedineſs. This is t60 
often the fatal end'of thoſe, "who begin 


with a neglect of public worſhip, and the 
dedicating 
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ployed in minding their eternal concerns. 
To ſpend the ſacred hours of the Sab- 
bath in the purſuits of buſineſs, is 2 fad 
peryerſion i to ſpend them in the purſuits 
_ of, pleaſure, is a more. ſhocking perver- 
ſion; it is turning food into rank poi- 
ſon: the former tends to contract the 
| mind; and confine it's views to the things | 
of the world; ; the. latter ſenſualizes and 
pollutes the whole ſoul, transforming 
thoſe :who, were deſighed. to be compa- 
nions of angels into aſſociates for devils, 
and meet inhabitants for the regions of 


egrlaſting. wretchedneſs, 


II iheſe immoderate lovers of pleaſure 
are the heads of families, can it be ex- 
pected, they will keep up family-worſhip, 
or ſet before their houſhold, exampſts of 


reverence for God, and the ſacred obliga- 
B 2 tions 


- wuſements, which ought to haye been em- a 5 
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"fad of ediifcldnaeÞ Or will rhey-j paya 
pftoper attention to the religious education 5 
"of their children? Certain it is, however 
little they may think this worth winding. 
that by negleting it, they diſcover” they 
E no true regard to the real welfare bf 
poſterity, even in this life; that they are 
bad members of ſociety, and no friends 
to their country. For ſuch is our ſitua- 
tion at prelent, that the maintaining tat 
6 pre- eminence, which the Britiſh empire | 
holds among the nations of Europe, de- 
| pends greatly on the virtuous and religi- 
ous principles of the riſing generation. 
If they ſhould make advances upon the 
preſent generation, proportional to what 


43 


we have done upon the former, in the pur- 
ſuit of unmanly diverſions, and frivolous 

pleaſures; we muſt bid adieu, even to the 
laſt remains of public virtue and happi- 
neſs, and ſink into inevitable ruin. For 

in ſuch a caſe, what can ſtem that torrent 

| of 
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higher\every,day., On how can it be dere * 
pęcted, that men who, are loſt to eyery 4 


feeling of private, virtue,, ar and given up to 
every ignoble and degrading practice, vill 


. fo? 


ſtand forth ihe champions, of public li. 


, berty, and forego their delicacies and their 
private intereſt for the ſake of cheir coun- 


I4 fern 


hdr, | 


try? No; if they Tae es, they 


will put them up to ſale to the beſt bid- 
der, and for the fake of obtaining 1 means. 
to gratify their d extraysgance, 
will not ſcruple to involve their poſterity” 
in certain ruin. I fear this i is too much 
the caſe among many of us, ſo lament- 
ably are we degenerated from our forefa- 
thers, i in our principles and 1 in our general 
conduct, as well as in our diſregard to 
vital religion, in our ' non-attendance on 


* 


the ordinances of public worſhip, in our | 


(3 


inattention to the injunctions of divine 


B 3 ; revelation, 


it 


ligious edbcation' to thoſe who are de- 
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pendant. on us, and i in our want of real 


love to our countty; 'Do not nee things 
then, cry aloud for reformation It i 


moſt certain chey do, and that we out” 
to comply with the exkortation of our 
bleifed Saviour i in the text : the enlarges . 
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Sb! thing propoſed; namely, 00 ö 
ſider from whence we are fallen, and to] re- 


Pent, and do « our firſt works, ; 
Would to God, that I could rev : 
if it was but upon any one perſon here 
preſent, ſeriouſy to review His own con- 2 
dud, and amend whatever he finds amiſs, 
For no doubt, but there are ſome here, 
who need reformation ; ; if riot in all, yet 
in ſeveral of the inſtances above mention- | 
ed. Far be it from me, to aim at paint 


ing 


ing the fituation of things among us in 
. too! deep a ſhade. At the fame time, 1 


would avoid all approaches to flattery, { 
and endeavour by my fidelity to your | 


ſouls to deliver my own, We muſt, I 
think, acknowledge, upon ſerious conſi- 
deration, that in the practical part of re- 
ligion, we have fadly deviated from the 
worthy examples of our predeceſſors. 
And indeed, if it be allowed, as I think 


it muſt be allowed, that, in many caſes, we 


have a much clearer diſcernment of the 
genuine doctrines and deſign of the 


_ Goſpel, than ſome of our forefathers ; 
yet it is certain, we do not act more 


commendably than they did; we do not 
behave ſuitably to the ſuperiour light 


and adyantages we enjoy. Granting then, 


that religion is better underſtood, we muſt 


acknowledge, it is not better practiſed, -7 
We too commonly amuſe ourſelves with , 


ſpeculation, while we are deficient in 
'B4 | obedience 


[| 
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Sbebiedee to the Hal Sies of the 


| Goſpel. We ought to bumble ourſelves 
| before God, on account of this criminal 9 2 
| condud, and form a fixed reſolution o 


its 
| T. 
| 
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doing all in our power, to change our 


hearts, and amend our lives: praying our 


heavenly father, to afford us his gracious 


afliſtance, that our endeavours may prove 


efeQual. For we all know, it is not 
enough, barely to confeſs our ſins, and 


expreſs our ſorrow for them: ve muſt 
thoroughly alter our conduct, and reform 
the courſe of our lives, and act 1 better 


and wiſcr part for the time to dome, 
ſteadily adhering to the dictates of con- 


ſcience, and the injunctions of the Goſpel | 


are each of us deeply affected, with a 


| fenfe of our paſt ſins—the ſins, to which 
we are peculiarly prone, and with which 


* 3165.95 7 Ps | — 


we 


| of Chriſt, This, and this alone, is true 
vepenttnce. Let us then examine ; whether 
we are diſpoſed to act thus; ; whether we 
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. ee are; chargeable. And let us humble 
 purſelves in ſecret, on account. of thoſe bh 
offences, by which we have provoked | 


"ts 


"bay $4 


our. Maker; earneſtly, imploring his par- 


doving mercy, through. a Redeemer. , If 


we do not act thus, but perb6ſt in our 
7 
iniquities; if we e melted by 
kindneſs, nor W 50 by threatnings, 
we have great reaſon, to fear, both as in- 
dividuals, and as members of ſociety, that 


God will ĩaflict upon us ſome ſeyere judg- 
ments, as proofs of his hatred againſt ſin; 
and thus convince us, that he rules among 
the nations, and is the ſovereign and 


righteous diſpoſer of all events. | Which 
leads me to the laſt Ls the SE 


7 birdy, to. PD the 5 — 


vereflity of our acting in the manner here 


recommended; becauſe otherwiſe, we have 


great reaſon to fear, that God in his pro- 


vidence, will inflict ſome remarkable pu- 
niſhments 
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7 When 2 2 50 nen af life and 136 
Fe prevails among a people, Godin F = 
the courſe of his providence, frequently | 
594 ſends down ſome heavy judgments, to 
awaken and reclaim them. Or if this 
hippy effect ſhould not be produced, and 
- they proceed to fill up the meaſure 
their. iniquities, he ſuffers the natural 5 
eonſequences of their vices to overtake N 
them, and bring them to ſpeedy deſtruc- ü | f 
tion. How near our country is advanced _ 
to the former of theſe fituations, it may 
be deemed preſumption to determine. But, 
when we ſhall be actually in ſuch a ſitua- 1 
tion, when we ſhall be chaſtened of the | N ( 
Lord in the manner our iniquities de- 
ferve (a fituation which ſeems not far 
diſtant) ; may God of his infinite mercy 


grant, that the phages we ſhall then 
feel, | 5 . 
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diſregard to the ordinances of religion i is 


in what ought to be their ſhame; and an 
open violation of the laws, which enforce 

decency .and good morals, is every day 
increaſing. Theſe are ſtroug ſymp- 
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ben may. produce a ben FAY 
tion, and prevent that overwhelming de? 
ſtruction, which. muſt otherwiſe. come 


alermiog appearances in our caſe. 'A; 


becoming very general 2 neglect of 


upon us. It will, L imagine, be Mlowedy * 
by all ſerious perſons, that there are many, 


many ' ptivate - virtues. is continually, 


ſpreading ; a ſpirit of diffipation is dif- 


fuſing itſelf among all ranks; and corrup- 
tion, in every ſhape; is become almoſt 
univerſal. The workers of iniquity glory 


toms of a diforder, which hath a moſt 


£ malignant and fatal tendency. At the 


fame time, we are hurrying on, to an im- 
portant alarming criſis in our national af- 


Lan which may well make the wiſeſt | 
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ab vale” among us tremble: whit at 
eint Will be, Goc enlgy knows. This: 


however, 18 certain, that 5 an aſe may 
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Proòfpects, as will redound to the eternal 


vantage of each individual, who thus 
improves” it. 0 Let every one of us then, 
im order to make this improvement, retire. 
intonhis "own breaſt, and tonverſe with 


be placed in à lefs proſpetous ſituation, 
erhan Fam in at prefent; km T prepsred 
4 to bear it, with becotning refignation!? 
& Are there any corrupt luſts, or vicious 


«<Habits] which I have indulged, and thus 


added to the general maſy of iniquity? 
„What care have I taken to regulate my 
«temper and conduct, agrecably to the 
5 Goſpel of Chriſt 2. What evidenceican 


161 produce to my own conſcience, that I 
Fg „have 
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. ee eee b to live under, the. ig- 
92 * fluence of religion; regarding it as the / 
e power of God in my ſoul, and the chief 
, concern of my life? Have I kept up 
4 in my family a conſtant regard to my 
, heavenly Father, by offering him my 
daily prayers, and acknowledging him, 
as my continual benefactor? Hath my 
i ſecret intercourſe with my Maker, and 
Ul my Redeemer, been uniform and ſin- 
„ cere? Have I paid a ſtrict regard to 
566 juſtice, integrity, and ſelf- government 
in the general part of my conduct? Or, 
URLS not in many inſtances loved, and 
<6 purſued the pleaſures and profits of the 
* preſent world in too unbounded a man- 
aner, and thereby ſunk myſelf into a 
« ſenſual and worldly frame? Have I not 
by this means added my full ſhare-to 
the public load of guilt? Be upon thy . 
* guard, oh my ſoul! againſt ſelf. decep- | 
tion; for God cannot be derived, ar 1A 
I *« he 77 
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. -— << laſting intereſt is here at ſtake?” - 


© By ſuch an examination, wemayknow 
4 ſome meaſure, the true ſtate of our 


wn ſouls; and drew the greateſt advantage ; 
to *purſelves, from the near a n of 


1719 calamities. 


iet us then, my / Chriſtan/friends, be 


engaged by the foregoing conſiderations, 


"ſeriouſly to review our own conduct, and 


compare it with the examples of ſome 
eminent Chriſtians in paſt ages; and 
- wherein we fall ſhort of them, let us en- 


deavour to amend our ways, and quicken 
our zeal in the cauſe of religion and virtue; 


5 «animating ourſelves, by contemplating the 


conduct of thoſe worthies, who having 
gone before us in diligence, faith; and pa- 


above all, looking unto Jeſus, the author 


tience, are now inheriting the promiles : 


hid finiſher "WE our bit. This 5 
powerfully tend to excite in our heats 4 EY 5 + 

-_ _  warmlovefor God and true goodneſs; this / 

' will diſpoſe us to be vigorous in diſcharg- © 
vb all the dutics of the Chriſtian life; 
this will alſo be the moſt likely way 10 
engage the divine Being, to diſpel the 
black and heavy clouds, which hang over 
our preſent proſpects. But however this 
be, however things may turn out with 
reſpe& to the public; what I have recom- 
' | mended, will be the certain, infallible 
method of drawing down the divine bleſ- 
ſing on ourſelves, and will enſure to us at 
laſt a glorious and triumphant entrance 


into the eternal kingdom of our Redeemer 
and our God. 
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